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MR. OLIVER STANLEY
WE in Great Britain make a legitimate boast of
furnishing the world with the model of Parliamentary
Government. Without nice scruples about the perfect
accuracy of our language we proceed to add that we
have evolved a complete democracy, I suppose
"complete democracy" would mean that a majority
of adult citizens would be sovereign upon all the
minutest issues of legislation; that its vote would
decide everything from the tax on cigarettes to the
pattern of policemen's uniforms, Two consequences
might be the end of all revenue and the seasonal
equipment of "the finest police force in the world"
with the colours of the champion professional football
team3 always assuming that democracy allowed that
force to survive and could go on paying for its main-
tenance, So I could only pray " heaven preserve me
from absolute democracy."
What we have done after many years' hesitations
and centuries of trial and error, is to found our system
of government upon Parliamentary representation*
But both a government and a Parliament may persist
long after they have sickened the public by their
blunders or inertia. And even a government to which
the electorate assign a fresh lease of life does wilfully
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